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1.00  INTRODUCTION 

1.01  It is my pleasure and honour to stand here among you to 

deliver this paper on such a sensitive topic and at such a 

strategic time in the history of our society. I am of the firm 

view that the choice of this topic is a timely one in that it 

comes at a special moment i.e. the dawn of a new era (term 

of office), when men are given a fresh opportunity to rewrite 

the history of our dear country as far as corruption is 

concerned. This is more so considering the calibre of men that 

make up this club, who are stakeholders in our society being 

business men and professionals.  

 

1.02 This paper will cover all aspects of corruption in the history of 

Nigeria pre and post independence with emphasis on our 

present political dispensation. The paper will also explore a 

way out for governance and followership in a constitutional 

and democratic Government. 
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2.00 Corruption  

“Once you give free rein uncheck, unbridled 

and uncontrolled, the bestiality of man comes 

to the fore. The Average Nigerian is not by 

nature more corrupt than the European or 

anyone from any part of the world. He is no 

less democratic than anyone else. But others 

have Institutions, Laws, Conventions and 

Practices which effectively discourage and 

punish corrupters and corruptness. Effective 

sanctions, moral, social, political and legal 

are an essential part of the antidotes against 

corruption, human rights abuse and all forms 

of antidemocratic tendencies.”1 

 

2.01 Corruption is defined as an act done with intent to give some 

advantage inconsistent with official duty and the right of 

others. The act of an official or fiduciary person who 

unlawfully and wrongfully uses his station or position or office 

or calling to procure some benefit for himself or another, 

contrary to the duty and rights of others or contrary to laid 

down rules of procedure for the attainment of that end. 

 
                                                           
1 Olusegun Obasanjo: Corruption, Democracy and Human Right (lecture delivered at the East Africa Leadership 

Forum 1994) 
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2.02 Corruption is a global malaise which is not peculiar to Africa 

or Nigeria alone. It is a notorious fact that corruption is 

deeply rooted in many societies. Although, in the case of 

some more mature western democracies, it is usually more of 

a mere aberration rather than the norm and it is usually 

confined to the fringes of the system. Conversely, corruption, 

in most African and third world countries, of which Nigeria is 

perhaps the most notorious example, has its incidence as all 

pervading, all encompassing, all embracing and unrelenting. 

 

2.03 This means that it runs though the entire gamut of the polity 

from top to bottom, from the managers of government, the 

heads of ministries or departments, down to clerks and 

permeated every activity of government and also the private 

sector. Corruption has broken loose of all legal barriers and 

restraints to become simply a buccaneering plunder brazenly 

perpetrated. The magnitude of its cancerous effect in 

monetary terms is simply colossal, running into billions 

extending as it does over the entire area of public 

expenditure, representing revenue that would otherwise have 

been used for the benefit of the citizens and humanity. 
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3.00 SPECIES OF CORRUPTION 

3.01 The range or variations or manifestation of corruption is as 

wide and many as the criminal minds that conceive them in 

today’s ever changing world. However, when we talk about 

corruption, bribery, blackmail, extortion, embezzlement, 

graft, nepotism and patronage systems readily spring to mind. 

It is saddening to note that all these species are deeply rooted 

in the mind of the average Nigerian and are consequently 

exhibited in all our institutions, be it public or private. It 

should be noted that corruption is not limited to monetary 

gratification alone, it also extends to some non-monetary 

gratification. 

 

3.02 By way of example using the ivory tower, a student that uses 

any illegal means to obtain marks other than through normal 

hard work is corrupting the system. A lecturer who does not 

mark the work of the student but still awards marks is 

promoting corruption. It is corruption for a lecturer to 

demand extra marital affairs from an unwilling student in 

order to make her pass. A female student that relies on her 

sexual appeal which she flaunts to lecturers in order to obtain 

undeserved high marks is living on corruption. 
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4.00 CAUSES OF CORRUPTION: 

1. Personal Motivations: People offer bribes because they 

want an unfair advantage over others to pay lower taxes, 

to get an appointment or promotion, to win a contract, 

or to get something done quickly. They also offer bribes 

to avoid a fine or penalty. People seek bribes for several 

reasons that are special for them. For example: 

• Politicians seek money to use for patronage. They 

may argue that to stop such payments could bring 

political instability and unrest. 

• Politicians and officials who fear loss of office seek 

corrupt benefits as “insurance”, especially if they 

expect no pension. 

• Officials need extra money to maintain their 

standards of living if salaries have not been raised 

to match inflation, to meet commitments for 

housing, car, school fees, etc. 

• Employees feel resentment over bad management 

or pay levels they think are unfair. This may make 

them feel justified in making false expense claims 

or taking bribes. 

• Employees who refuse to participate in a corruption 

“racket” may be suspected and under threat from 

their colleagues or superiors. 
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• Some seek status, not only for having more riches 

than their colleagues but because corrupt officials 

may be admired by friends and family for their skills 

in outwitting the authority and the system.2 

 

2. Bad Systems:We have just considered what causes 

individuals to pay or take bribes. Some of these answers 

reflect morality, about good and bad people. But more 

often, the underlying reason that people get involved in 

corruption is that systems don’t work well and create 

bad incentives. Some causes of corruption stemming 

from bad governance include: 

I. A clear opportunity, such as the envelope of cash sitting 

in the parking lot. This kind of opportunity in the 

government could be a government-run mining company 

with no competitors, or a long list of licenses and fees 

required for shipping goods into or out of the country. 

II. Little chance of getting caught. This lack of 

accountability comes primarily from:  

a) Lack of transparency, for example, when public 

officials do not inform about or explain what they are 

                                                           
2 Youth for Good Governance d i s t a n c e l e a r n i n g p r o g r a m Module IV Causes of Corruption, The 

World Bank p.2 
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doing, including a declaration of their wealth, houses, 

and cars and 

b) Weak enforcement, when law agencies do not impose 

sanctions on power holders who have violated their 

public duties.3 This is the case, for example, when 

judges are in the pay of the ruling party or the few 

police officers there are to enforce the law are in the 

pocket of a set of citizens. Those who are caught and 

proceeded against are always treated with kid gloves 

or just left to go and enjoy the loot. 

III. Bad incentives, such as a clerk not earning enough to 

live on or not being sure that he will have a job 

tomorrow so that he supplements his income with bribes. 

In extreme cases, people do not have an incentive to 

perform their official duties, but actually pay for their 

jobs with the understanding they will make money 

through bribes. Put differently, Low wages in the civil 

service relative to wages in the private sector are a 

source of low-level corruption. When civil service pay is 

too low, civil servants may be obliged to use their 

positions to collect bribes as a way of making ends meet, 

particularly when the possibility of being caught is 

remote. When a court official looks at the flow of cash 

                                                           
3 This brings to mind again the sad practice of limiting plea bargaining to ‘elite criminals’ in Nigeria. 
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around him from which he is eternally excluded, he will 

have no hesitation to collect some money to steal a 

document from the court file. Even if he is caught, the 

money offered as bribe will probably be enough to 

‘sustain’ him better upon being sacked. 

IV. Attitudes or circumstances that make average people 

disregard the law. People may try to get around the laws 

they consider illegitimate. Poverty or scarcity of goods 

(such as medicine) may also push people to live outside 

the law. 

So, corruption is not just about ethics. It is also about the 

government as set up and managed. That is why improving the 

way government works is so important.4 The less the 

bureaucracy, the better. 

 

5.00 HISTORICAL GENESIS OF CORRUPTION IN NIGERIA 

5.01 In indigenous African societies, the trait of generosity 

apparent in wide circulation of gifts amongst kinsmen is a 

common feature. In the peculiar case of Nigeria, the ‘Kola 

Concept’ was particularly common. The level or measure of 

acceptance a guest enjoys from his host is normally 

determined by the number and size of the kolanuts presented 

by way of gifts to that guest. In a nutshell, our indigenous 

                                                           
4 Ibid. p. 4 
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tradition is one that is big on free exchange of gifts to signify 

acceptance and cordiality. 

 

5.02 However, many a times, such gesture may be extended as 

inducement, for instance, to an ‘Oba’ or ‘Obi’ or ‘Emir’ to 

exercise a discretion in the giver’s favour. But such situation 

was more of an aberration than the norm. Thus, corruption in 

this era was in its infancy. According to some writers, a view 

which I strongly subscribe to, corruption became deeply 

embedded and became a norm in the Nigerian society because 

of the historical accident of colonialism. 

 

5.03 Colonialism has been regarded as the ‘iniquitous system that 

distorts relationships, destroys or petrifies institutions and 

corrupts men, both colonizers and the colonized.’ The right of 

the European colonizers to rule in Nigeria had no moral basis 

in any tradition, convention or myth. It was grounded purely 

on conquest by force of arms, or concession obtained by 

undue influence and corruption. This is why it is strongly 

believed that one of the greatest legacies the imperialists 

transferred to Nigeria at independence was corruption, since 

the imperialists could not have transferred a better title than 

they themselves possessed. 
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5.04 It has been asserted, and rightly so, that most Nigerians are 

unused to waiting in line to do or attain tasks by merit 

because colonialism taught them all about usurpation of 

advantage and opportunities, independent of personal merit 

and this was how the seed of corruption had been germinating 

and taking root. The white man that we respected so much 

was an illegitimately privileged person and was able to 

benefit from ‘plentiful’ unrewarded labour and servants and 

could easily obtain administrative positions. 

 

5.05 So it is this system of inequity, injustice arising from 

domination, exploitation and unfair discrimination that 

Nigerians inherited at independence that baptized and 

heralded the issue of corruption and/or official corruption in 

Nigeria. 

 

5.06 The elites who took over the mantle of ‘rulership’ after the 

departure of the colonial overlords conceived themselves as 

inheritors not only of the Whiteman’s arbitrary powers but 

also of his relation to the state and to his people. They 

therefore regarded the state as their personal estate into 

which they can deep their hands at will to satisfy their whims 

and desires. Hence the unbridled corruption rampant amongst 

public office-holders in Nigeria and indeed most of the other 
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African countries, so much so that Karl Maier commented 

thus: ‘the state in Africa is the bastard child of imperialism.’ 

 

6.00 THE BATTLE AGAINST CORRUPTION: THE JOURNEY SO FAR 

6.01 You will agree with me that the battle against corruption in 

this country did not start with the establishment of the 

Economic and Financial Crimes Commission under the 

Olusegun Obasanjo administration. There is no gainsaying the 

fact that, hitherto, successive regimes, civilian and military, 

had in their own peculiar ways shown discordant but 

uncoordinated hatred for corruption. To demonstrate this 

fact, a few examples would suffice. There was the 

introduction of War Against Indiscipline (WAI) by the Buhari-

Idiagbon administration and War Against Indiscipline and 

Corruption (WAIC) initiated by the Abacha regime. 

 

6.02 In the light of the above we shall take a look at the level of 

corruption and efforts made by the successive regimes to curb 

the menace over the years in Nigeria. 

 

6.03 During the term of General Gowon (1967-75), there appeared 

to be no official position taken publicly against corruption 

even though it was evident that it was very prevalent in the 

country. However, individual crusading efforts were embarked 
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upon. Of note in this strain is the Darboh/Tarka issue in which 

Mr. Godwin Darboh swore to an affidavit in which he alleged 

that the late J.S. Tarka, a Commissioner in the Federal 

Executive was corrupt. Even though General Gowon declared 

that the enemies of his regime wanted to use the allegation 

to get at him, Tarka eventually left the government on 

account of the controversy that the accusation generated. 

Late Dr. Tai Solarin, at the time, also mounted a vociferous 

one man campaign against corruption, which culminated in his 

acerbic article in the Nigerian Tribune titled: “The Beginning 

of the End”, which earned him indefinite detention. 

 

6.04 The late General Muritala Muhammad regime did real battle 

with corruption. The word “indiscipline” wore a new 

definition in Nigeria’s lexicon. Mass purge, summary dismissal 

and sack with immediate effect were carried out to sanitize 

the public service and the various sacred cows and demigods 

of the Gowon era were swept away. In the annals of the 

public service, Nigerians became wary before accepting even 

ordinary gifts in the performance of official duties. It is still a 

matter of conjecture whether, if General Muritala Muhammad 

had not been assassinated six months into his regime, the war 

would have been sustained. The battle became half hearted 

after the assassination of General Muritala and same was not 
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pursued with stoic determination as before, after his demise, 

by his successor. One must quickly point out that the 

dislocation caused by the mass purge of the time continues to 

haunt the public service in Nigeria. That mass purge turned 

civil servants into contractors overnight and the consequences 

are quite telling and reverberating till date. 

 

6.05 In the second Republic, the civilian government launched the 

Ethical Revolution. The effectiveness or lack of same was 

apparent to all and sundry because the main plank upon which 

the 31st December, 1983 coup was erected was the 

allegation of massive corruption levelled against that regime. 

Most Nigerians seemed to agree with the allegation then. With 

the benefit of hindsight, most enlightened Nigerians will 

today look at the issue differently.  

 

6.06 The Buhari/Idiagbon regime launched the War Against 

Indiscipline (WAI). The regime asserted to be an offshoot of 

the Muritala/Obasanjo regime. To their eternal credit, like 

during the time of General Muritala Muhammad, Nigerians 

took the matter seriously. Unlike before, corruption was not 

put on display. It must however be pointed out that the 

malady of the abuse of import licences and selective 
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application of laws by that regime stood out as albatross 

against the regime’s effective battle against corruption. 

 

6.07 In a delicate power play that has all the handwriting of 

Macheaveli, a palace coup upstaged the no nonsense duo of 

Buhari/Idiagbon and in came General Babangida. As with 

anything Nigerian, the War Against Indiscipline (WAI) was 

supplanted by MAMSER. This programme would be 

remembered for its numerous nebulous slangs and empty 

exhortations. The protagonist of that programme is today a 

man that most people see as the supporter of Any 

Government In Power (AGIP).  

 

6.08 The best way to demonstrate the Babangida administration 

and its ineffectual corruption crusade is to refer to two of the 

numerous publications on corruption during his tenure. 

 

The African Concord of 1st April, 1991, after the Babangida 

regime had set aside all the findings of the panel that indicted 

10 of the 12 Military Governors of the General Gowon era and 

restored all their seized assets and ranks in the Military, 

carried the following headline: 

 

“So long Muritala” 
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6.09 The same magazine, on 19th April, 1993, in its cover story, 

carried a piece on one of the departments of the Federal 

Government. 

 

“Fraud, Mismanagement and 

Favouritism turn the National 

Provident Fund into an Octopus of 

corruption.” 

 

6.10 The contribution of the Abacha regime to the battle against 

corruption was the War Against Indiscipline and Corruption 

(WAIC). The ineffectiveness of the battle was epitomized by 

the collar of shame thrown on the neck of the country by the 

Transparency International for three years (1995-97), in which 

Nigeria came first as the most corrupt country in the world. 

 

6.11 The revelations of in-depth loot of the treasury by Abacha 

after the death of the maximum ruler in 1998 have now shown 

to all and sundry that the General was sitting atop the most 

corrupt regime in the whole of Africa. The amount he 

singlehandedly looted has set new records in the annals of 

corruption in government. 
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6.12 The issue of corruption in the Abacha days became so 

prevalent and all pervading that the Nigerian Tribune carried 

a two-pronged editorial on the topic in its editions of 22nd and 

23rd September, 1997 respectively. 

 

6.13 One could rightly say with a measure of confidence that unlike 

the days of old, corrupt practices left the confines of the dark 

alleys to the openness of the market places in Nigeria during 

the dark days of Abacha. The demand and giving of bribes was 

no more a secret matter. It was done routinely in the open. 

 

6.14 The Obasanjo administration appreciated the gargantuan 

nature of the problem of corruption in the polity. It took the 

bulls by the horns by proposing an all-embracing Anti-

Corruption Bill to the National Assembly. Thank goodness, the 

Bill was eventually passed by the National Assembly in June 

2000 and same was assented to by the President on 13th June, 

2000, thus the Corrupt Practices and Other Related 

offences Act (ICPC) 2000 was born. Going further in the fight 

against corruption, that regime also proposed and the National 

Assembly enacted the Economic and Financial Crimes 

Commission (Establishment) Act (EFCC) 2004, establishing 

the Commission responsible for the enforcement and due 
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administration of the provisions of the Economic and Financial 

Crimes Commission (Establishment) Act. 

 

6.15 The EFCC in its first four years seems to have been successful 

by and large, not only in creating anti-corruption awareness 

among Nigerians but also in exposing and prosecuting proven 

cases of economic and financial crimes. Till date, the 

Commission has achieved more than EFCC hadso far recovered 

over $11 billion, secured over 600 convictions out of more 

than 1,500 cases while about 65 high profile cases are still 

pending before the courts.5 

 

6.16 However, in recent times, the EFCC has been heavily 

criticized for appearing to lose its drive in the fight against 

corruption. This sentiment was heightened during the visit by 

the US Secretary of State, Hilary Clinton, to Nigeria, where 

she described the EFCC as having “fallen off the wagon”. 

These criticisms have focused attention on the activities of 

the commission.6  

 

6.17 In the wake of this censure by the public, NOI Polls conducted 

a poll to assess the opinions of Nigerians on this issue. The 
                                                           
5 http://www.channelstv.com/global/news_details.php?nid=27330&cat=Politics 

6 http://www.noi-polls.net/Poll-Results/at-least-one-in-two-nigerians-dissatisfied-with-the-efccs-fight-against-

corruption.html 
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results of the poll revealed that, half (51%) the people who 

were surveyed, believe the EFCC has fallen short in the fight 

against corruption in Nigeria.   

 

6.18 There has been several misgivings about the Agency as it has 

proved itself ineffective to fight corruption in our country, 

especially in the last 5 years or thereabout. The modus 

operandi of the Agency has been nothing short of creating 

more opportunities for corruption in Nigeria through weak 

allegations and charges against their victims and propped up 

media hype to prove EFCC is working while the agency is seen 

as a lame duck that only goes after perceived enemies of 

those that control the levers of government at the centre. 

 

6.19 The handpicking of victims and in most cases lack of 

prosecution as many are arrested is indicative of the facts 

that EFCC is hypocritical and ineffective, existing just to 

dazzle and not rattle. It has appeared as nothing more than a 

shadow chasing only aimed at making some impression that 

EFCC as an anti-graft agency is working. The activities of EFCC 

of late have not convinced the nation that it is a well meaning 

agency as it appears now to be serving the interest of some 

influential Nigerians, especially those at the corridors of 

power, at the apex of governance. 
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7.00 CORRUPTION AND GOOD GOVERNANCE 

7.01 Governance refers broadly to the exercise of power through a 

country’s economic, social, and political institutions in which 

institutions represent the organizational rules and routines, 

formal laws, and informal norms that together shape the 

incentives of public policy-makers, overseers, and providers of 

public services.7 

 

7.02 Therefore, good governance, as a concept, is applicable to 

all sections of society such as the government, legislature, 

judiciary, media, private sector, corporate sector, trade 

unions and lastly non-government organisations (NGOs). Public 

accountability and transparency are as relevant for the one as 

for the other. It is only when all these and various other 

sections of society conduct their affairs in a socially 

responsible manner that the objective of achieving larger 

good of the largest number of people in society can be 

achieved (Madhav, 2007). 

 

7.03 Good governance is, among other things, participatory, 

transparent and accountable, effective and equitable, and it 

promotes the rule of law. It ensures that political, social and 
                                                           
7 Governance for Sustainable Human Development, A UNDP Policy Paper, UNDP 1997 p 2 – 3 For global 

perspectives on Governance   
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economic priorities are based on broad consensus in society 

and that the voices of the poorest and the most vulnerable 

are heard in decision-making over the allocation of 

development resources.8 

 

7.04 The major challenge of governance in Nigeria is corruption. 

Corruption is rampant at all levels of government, crippling 

basic health and educational services and other social 

infrastructure. Good governance is an illusion in a state where 

corruption is endemic and persistent. When corruption is 

prevalent as witnessed in the last decade in the country, 

programmes and incidences of governance are abused by 

illicit and self-serving activities of political leaders. 

 

7.05 The consequence of corruption usually has a domino effect in 

the society. Firstly, there will be acute poverty and a 

widening of the gap between the poor masses and the 

corrupt, self-enriching elite. This in turn leads to a revolution 

by the masses, incessant religious crisis, persistent ethnic and 

sectional conflicts, separatist movements and gross social, 

economic and political instabilities and deepened legitimacy 

crisis.  

                                                           
8 Adel. M. Abdellatif, “Good Governance and its Relationship to Democracy and Economic Development” a 

paper presented at the Global Forum III on Fighting Corruption and Safeguarding Integrity, Seoul 20 – 31 May 

2003. (GF3/wa/iv – 3/S1). Pp. 4 – 6.   
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7.06 The ongoing corruption, cronyism and government failure in 

our society has made many citizens miserable, many 

politicians rich and many in the security services and 

bureaucrats fat, lazy, evil and incompetent. 

 

7.07 Years of resentment of unresponsive governance, high cost of 

living and unemployment has fuelled violence, kidnapping, 

insurgency and terrorism. Dissatisfaction with the government 

or frustration with unemployment and economic conditions, 

plain unhappiness with the lack of democracy and 

responsiveness and rampant corruption has caused people to 

turn into lives of robbery, prostitution and political thuggery.  

 

7.08 The effect of corruption on the social fabric of society is the 

most damaging of all. It undermines people's trust in the 

political system, in its institutions and its leadership. 

Frustration and general apathy among a disillusioned public 

result in a weak civil society. That in turn clears the way for 

despots, as well as democratically elected yet unscrupulous 

leaders to turn national assets into personal wealth. 

Demanding and paying bribes become the norm. Those 

unwilling to comply often emigrate, leaving the country 

drained of its most able and most honest citizens. 
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7.09 On the political scene, corruption leads to loss of public 

esteem for politicians and political life. It erodes the rule of 

law and harms the reputation of and trust in the state. The 

cynical view that ‘politics is a dirty game’ becomes a reality 

when people enter politics not from a sense of public service 

but in pursuit of personal power and advancement. If left 

unchecked, corruption weakens the very structures of an 

organized society as it undermines the forces of law and 

order, and erodes public morale. In the long run, both 

economic and political developments become crippled. 

 

7.10 Corruption constitutes a major obstacle to democracy and the 

rule of law. In a democratic system, offices and institutions 

lose their legitimacy when they are misused for private 

advantage. Though this is harmful in the established 

democracies, it is even more so in the newly emerging ones 

like our own nascent democracy. Accountable political 

leadership cannot develop in a corrupt climate. 

 

7.11 The impact on business and the wider society is even greater 

as it diverts resources from productive to unproductive 

sectors, and makes a few rich at the expense of others. 

Economically, corruption leads to the depletion of national 
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wealth. Furthermore, it hinders the development of fair 

market structures and distorts competition, thereby deterring 

investment. Corruption also undermines institutions and 

redistributes wealth to the undeserving. In short, it increases 

wealth for the few at the expense of society as a whole, 

leaving the poor suffering the harshest consequences. This 

disease called corruption also increases risks and costs to 

business, damages investor confidence and stifles economic 

growth. Corruption acts as a strong deterrent to foreign direct 

investment and forces investors to form joint ventures with 

local companies. But this may discourage high-tech firms from 

investing overseas, since businesses with more complex 

outputs tend to want to retain full control over production 

processes. 

 

7.12 There's no doubt that corruption throws economic 

development into chaos. It affects decisions made by 

administrators, degrades the quality of those in power, and 

discourages foreign investment. It has become an increasingly 

hot business topic, with a growing number of influential 

business and political leaders from around the globe regularly 

pinpointing corruption as one of the greatest threats to global 

economic development. 
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7.13 The consequences of corruption for economic and social 

development are detrimental. Corruption deters investment 

and hinders growth. It spurs inequality and erodes 

macroeconomic and fiscal stability. It reduces the impact of 

development assistance and provides an incentive to exploit 

natural resources, further depleting our environmental assets. 

It reduces the effectiveness of public administration and 

distorts public expenditure decisions, channeling urgently 

needed resources away from sectors such as health and 

education to corruption-prone sectors or personal enrichment.  

 

7.14 Critics argue that the fight against corruption is just another 

case of the developed countries trying to impose its views and 

values on the under developed countries. Some go on to say 

that gift-giving and taking in the public realm is a normal 

tradition in many non-Western cultures. The debate over 

cultural relativism and neo-colonialism is a contested one. 

Where concepts like public procurement procedures are 

unknown concepts, bribing public officials to secure public 

works contracts does not exist. Norms and values are context-

bound and vary across cultures. Gift-giving is part of 

negotiating and relationship building in some parts of the 

world. But cultural relativism ends where the Swiss bank 

account enters the scene. It is a matter of degree: there are 
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limits in all cultures beyond which an action becomes corrupt 

and unacceptable. It is precisely in order to account for 

cultural differences that Transparency International has 

developed its national chapter system9. People anchored in 

their societies have the best sense of what is customary, and 

what is a violation of the norm. Clearly the abuse of power for 

personal gain, the siphoning of public or common resources 

into private pockets is unacceptable in all cultures and 

societies. 

 

8.00 THE WAY FORWARD 

8.01 It cannot be over-emphasized that for a system to boast of 

good governance, all hands must be on deck. Both the leaders 

and the followers including the anti-graft agencies need to 

have a new orientation as to what governance is truly about. 

The agencies more specifically, need to go after those that 

live above their means. There is a need to wash away the 

attitude of apathy in the citizenry; we all must be watchdogs 

over the Nation’s treasury. The following are hereby 

recommended to gear up the achievement of this ultimate 

goal for the Nation. 
                                                           
9 Corruption continues to pose a significant problem for a number of Commonwealth countries. Nineteen 

member states are ranked in the bottom half of Transparency International’s 2007 Corruption Perceptions 

Index and Bangladesh, Kenya, Nigeria and Tonga occupy positions in the bottom 30 ranks of the Index. The 

2014 index still reveals that the position has not improved as the number of member states that ranked below 

the bottom half has increased to over 40. We are gradually going down the line. This shows that we still have a 

long way to go in our fight against corruption. 
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8.02 ANTI-GRAFT AGENCIES 

The legal system is built on the assumption that there is an 

effective means of law enforcement. The problem of 

corruption cannot be solved unless the anti-graft agencies 

cleanse their house and then perform the expected role in the 

society. 

Likewise, the security agencies cannot function well in the 

presence of lack of basic equipment and required skill to carry 

out their work. The problem of corruption cannot be solved 

unless these agencies are completely reformed and 

adequately equipped to perform their constitutional duties. 

These institutions need adequate encouragement from the 

members of the society in the performance of their duties. 

The whistle blower system must be encouraged and 

entrenched.  

 

8.03 THE LEGISLATURE 

There can be no guarantee against the temptations of 

executive power unless there is an independent and 

incorruptible legislature to act as a check on the excesses of 

the executive arm. The legislature must be the rallying force 

of the people against corruption and abuse of power. 
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Where necessary, new offences may be created to deal with 

corrupt officials. For example, in 1970 the offence of 

possession of unexplained property was introduced in Hong 

Kong by their legislature. 

Thus, an official who is in control of money or property 

disproportionate to his official income is guilty of an offence, 

unless he gives a satisfactory explanation to the court as to 

how he acquired the money or property.  

In fact, I feel Nigeria should adopt the Chinese and Saudi 

Arabia models for punishment of official corruption. The 

penalty is the death penalty. This may appear so drastic but 

we all agree that the situation in Nigeria requires drastic 

suggestions and measures. The Nigerian legislature is 

expected to borrow a leaf. We must reform our laws on 

corruption and input provisions to protect and reward whistle-

blowers and informants. We must insist on minimum standard 

of moral behavior in public offices. 

 

8.04 ECONOMIC REFORMS 

It had been suggested for most developing countries, that the 

short-term goal ought to be finding the means to pursue the 

most effective and economical measures to control 

corruption. Indeed, it should be noted that a lack of economic 

reform can help to perpetuate corruption, since the interest 
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of the elite become more entrenched as their financial 

powers accumulate through monopolistic structures. We must 

have rules that will blacklist contractors that offer bribe or 

other inducements to public officials to win contracts. 

 

8.05 GOVERNMENT APPROACH 

The Federal, States and Local Governments should be more 

alive in combating corruption. Our government officials should 

do self cleansing and embark on massive reorientation. 

There are several Nigerian business men/politicians and 

military officers who can be encouraged to return part of 

their surplus. Confrontational measures of curbing corruption 

do not always yield fruit. The oath of office of public officials 

should be in affidavit and must include oath that the official 

will not engage in any form of corruption.  

There is an urgent need for the various tiers of government to 

modify and simplify the way they do business. The less 

cumbersome the procedure is, the less the corruption. Many 

unscrupulous public servants take advantage of the rigmarole 

way the government does its business, to perpetuate 

corruption by extorting money from desperate members of 

the public that want to enjoy any service offered by the 

government. 
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8.06 CITIZENS 

Every citizen should be encouraged to see corruption as a 

stigma on their reputation first before other things. Focus 

should change to the fact that corruption makes us poorer as 

a people. The little resources can effectively go round if not 

for corrupt practice of greed and selfishness. The citizens 

must be ready to play the role of whistle blowers and 

informants for anti-graft agencies on corrupt officials. 

Awareness campaign should be encouraged and 

enlightenment/education programs on corruption should be 

brought into door step of the citizens of the nation. There 

should be an anti-corruption crusade in the general studies 

course in our higher institutions where the two anti-

corruption Acts will be used as a guide for the taking of the 

course. There is need for moral reawakening and 

reorientation. This country is in short supply of honest men 

and women. 

 

8.07 RELIGIOUS LEADERS 

Alas! Politics, corruption and other unnecessary discussions 

are the order of the day in our own society and in the full 

view of all of us, these corrupt practices thrive in our society 

and we are all victims today. 
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The campaign against corruption should be extended to places 

of worship. Religious leaders should inculcate in the heart of 

their followers, the evil effect of corruption and other related 

offences because it is an ungodly attitude and offenders will 

also be punished in the hereafter, apart from the punishment 

meted out to them in this world. Religious leaders should use 

the opportunity of the crowd gathered before them on 

worship days to discuss issues which are generally of spiritual 

interest and forbid evils as well as encourage righteousness. 

Also if family heads, as the spiritual leaders of the various 

families also engage in the same thing during the daily prayers 

encouraged in all religions, definitely evil will find a way out 

of our society and we shall be better for it.  

All religious bodies should make the fight against the canker 

worm of corruption a serious battle. Henceforth our religious 

leaders must ask questions from donors to the coffers of 

religious houses on the sources of their wealth. Today, the 

houses of worship incubate, encourage, collaborate with and 

celebrate the corrupt. This must stop! 

 

8.08 THE PRESS 

The role of the press in the war against corruption cannot be 

over emphasized. In several countries of the world, the press 

is the institution that draws attention to corruption. The press 
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should start with former and current public office holders that 

used public funds to set up media houses to cover their 

tracks. Physician must now heal himself. 

Like the members of other professions, journalists, like 

Caesar’s wife, must live above board. 

 

8.09 PROFESSIONALS BODIES 

There is the urgent need to return and strengthen the rules of 

professional ethics of the different professions. We must treat 

personal corruption as infamous behavior in a professional 

sense. Anyone that is so found liable must not only loose his 

license to practice, he should also face criminal charges. 

 

9.00 CONCLUSION 

9.01 I want to say, that good governance from the three tiers of 

government will serve as a panacea, to a considerable extent, 

to curb the menace of corruption in Nigeria. I have the 

conviction that vide good governance, the living standard of 

the average Nigerian will be enhanced and this will go a long 

way to reduce the pandemic. 

9.02 However, notwithstanding all that has been said, the truth 

seems to remain that however comprehensive law 

enforcement agencies may be, whatever fear factor law 

agencies may deploy as weapons in the anti-corruption 



32 

 

warfare, the principal weapon against corruption is people 

who are God fearing. 

9.03 People-power in the war against corruption means, a people 

courageous enough to respect the laws, expose wrong doings 

and enlist in the war against corruption in all its 

ramifications. For Nigeria to win the war against corruption, 

the people must fight against personal lack of integrity and 

themselves be active and honest crusaders against corruption. 

9.04 For our governments, public servants and politicians, integrity 

in national life is no longer the luxury of the virtuous; it is a 

business necessity. Judges, lawyers, and bureaucrats and all 

stakeholders must be retrained, and fixtures like court 

systems, police forces, and prisons must be restructured. 

Citizens must be brought into the process, if conceptions of 

law and justice are to be truly transformed. 

9.05 Keeping corruption in check is only feasible if representatives 

from government, business and civil society work together to 

agree on a set of standards and procedures they all support. I 

believe that corruption cannot be booted out in one big 

sweep. Rather, fighting it is a bit by bit, project-by-project 

and day by day process. Rome was not built in a day, though 

it did not take 1 million years either. One step at a time, a 

million mile journey will be completed. 
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