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ABSTRACT

Muslims have historically been at the forefront of innovation, trade, and knowledge creation,
shaping global civilization through values that resonate with today's vision of sustainable
development. This paper explores the contributions of Islam and Muslims to sustainable
development across history, the present, and the future, with a focus on Nigeria. Historically,
Muslims have made significant contributions to global progress in science, medicine, law, and
education. For instance, Ibn Sina's Al-Quanun fi al-Tibb(Canon of Medicine),' served as a
standard text in Europe for centuries, while in West Africa, scholars such as Usman dan Fodio?
and Nana Asma'u bint Usman dan Fodio® championed literacy, social justice, and gender-
inclusive education in the Sokoto Caliphate. Currently, Muslims in Nigeria continue to make
significant contributions in sustainable development in law, medicine, and education, while

Islamic finance plays a vital role in poverty alleviation and entrepreneurship.

However, challenges such as poverty, illiteracy, underutilization of Muslim youth persist. Looking
to the future, this paper argues that empowering Muslims for sustainable development requires
harnessing Islamic principles of justice, balance, and stewardship to strengthen education,

healthcare, governance, and innovation.

INTRODUCTION
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Sustainable development, as defined by the United Nations, is development that meets present
needs without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs.* While the
concept is relatively modern, its principles resonate strongly with Islamic teachings on justice(adl),
stewardship (khilafah), and balance (mizan). For centuries, Islam has provided not only a spiritual

framework but also a practical guide to human progress.

Historically, Muslims were at the forefront of global knowledge. During the Golden Age of Islam,
scholars like Muhammad ibn Musa al-Khwarizmi,® also known as the Father of Algebra, and
Ibn Sina's Al-Quanun fi al-Tibb (Canon of Medicine) ®influenced European universities for

nearly 500 years, advancing science and medicine.

Today, Nigerian Muslims continue this legacy in various sectors. Islamic universities produce
graduates who impact law, medicine, and governance, while Islamic finance institutions provide
ethical alternatives for wealth creation and poverty reduction. For example, Sukuk bonds in
Nigeria have funded critical infrastructure such as roads and schools. Nonetheless, challenges such
as illiteracy and limited access to global platforms hinder the full realization of Muslim potential

in development.

Looking ahead, the future of Muslims in Nigeria and beyond lies in integrating historical wisdom,
with modern innovation. By investing in STEM education, expanding Islamic finance to support
innovative technology, and grounding governance in principles of justice and accountability,
Muslims can significantly advance sustainable development goals. als. In this sense, empowering
Muslims is not just about preserving heritage but also about envisioning a future where faith-

inspired innovation drives global progress.

% United Nations, "What is Sustainable Development' (2023) <Fast Facts - What is Sustainable Development?-
United Nations Sustainable Development>accessed 20th September, 2025.
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ISLAMIC FOUNDATIONS OF SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

Sustainability within the Islamic worldview is anchored on two core principles: Khilafah
(Stewardship) and Adl(Justice).”" These values establish humanity's responsibility to protect the
environment, manage resources wisely, and uphold fairness towards all of creation. The Quran
explicitly condemns environmental destruction and wasteful practices.Surah Al-Bagarah, Quran

2:205, cautions against spreading corruption that causes harm to the earth, stating:

"And when they leave 'you', they strive throughout the land to spread mischief in it and destroy

crops and cattle. Allah does not like mischief."

Also, Surah Al-An'am, Quran 6:141 instructs us as believers not to engage in extravagance and

waste, stating:

"He is the One Who produces gardens-both cultivated and wild-and palm trees, crops of
different flavours, olives, and pomegranates-similar 'in shape', but dissimilar 'in taste'. Eat of
the fruit they bear and pay the dues at harvest, but do not waste. Surely, He does not like the

wasteful."’

Islamic values are inherently aligned with the principles of sustainability, emphasizing stewardship
(Khilafah), justice (‘adl), and mercy (Rahma). The concept of Khilafah establishes humans as

caretakers of the Earth, entrusted with the responsibility to protect and preserve its resources.

The Quran and Hadith provide a foundational ethical framework for sustainability. For instance,
Qur'an 7:56 instructs us, as Muslims as follows: ""Do not cause corruption on the earth after it

has been set in order,"

This directive clearly prohibits environmental harm and underscores the need to maintain
ecological balance. Similarly, the teachings of the Prophet Muhammad (SAW) reinforce this
responsibility. In a well-cited Hadith, he declared: ""The Earth is green and beautiful, and Allah

7 Rimmi Datta and Jayanta Mete, 'Advancing Sustainability and Social Justice: Developing Sustainability Societies
for Muslim Women' (2024) Religion and Policy Journal <_[PDF] Advancing Sustainability and Social Justice:
Developing Sustainability Societies for Muslim Women > accessed 20th September, 2025.
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has appointed you as stewards over it," highlighting humanity's collective duty of stewardship

and the moral obligation to preserve and protect the natural environment.

Classical scholars like Ibn Kathir interpreted these verses as providing a legal and ethical
framework for how Muslims must relate to natural resources. This framework is not limited to
preservation but emphasizes accountability before Allah for how the earth is used. The Prophetic
tradition further affirms this ethic. A widely cited Hadith in Sahih Bukhari teaches that planting a
tree is considered an act of charity, benefiting both humans and animals, thereby framing
environmental care as a spiritual duty.® These principles extend into contemporary debates on
sustainable development. However, while these principles remain deeply embedded in Islamic
thought, their practical application is often limited by socio-economic realities and uneven policy

implementation in Muslim-majority societies.

Taken together, these teachings demonstrate that sustainability is not a foreign or modern construct

for Muslims but one deeply rooted in the Qur'an, the Sunnah, and centuries of Islamic scholarship.

LESSONS FROM HISTORY

It is important for us to remember the rich heritage of Islam by briefly reflecting on its
contributions to global civilization, particularly in education, culture, and scientific development,
which form the foundations that continue to offer valuable lessons for advancing sustainable

development today.

From as early as the 7th century, Islam established a way of life grounded in learning, trade, and
cultural development. Between the 7th and 15th centuries, Islamic civilization experienced what
is often referred to as its Golden Age, a period marked by remarkable advancements in knowledge,

science, and the arts.®

During this era, Islamic scholars pioneered advances in mathematics, particularly trigonometry,

algebra, and geometry.

8 nl.

9 Tazkiyah, ‘Islamic Contributions to Global Culture and Civilization' (2024) <Islamic Contributions to Global
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Ibn Musa's Hisab al-Jabr wal-Mugabala® (8th century) provided systematic solutions to
equations and served as Europe's primary reference on algebra until the 16th century. Muhammad
ibn Musa al-Khwarizmi'*, often regarded as the father of algebra, introduced key concepts such
as the decimal system and the use of zero (sifi). Indeed, the term "algorithm" itself derives from

his name, showing his lasting influence on modern computation.

Muslim scientists alsopushed the frontiers of optics, physics, mechanics, and chemistry. Ibn al-
Haytham (Alhazen)'? invented the camera obscura and laid the foundations of modern optics in
his book Kitab Al-Manazir, Book of Optics (11th century) while Kamal al-Din al-Farisi*,
provided the first correct explanation of the phenomenon of rainbows. Alongside them, Muslim

inventors designed ingenious mechanical devices, clocks, and weighing instruments.

In geography, Muslim scholars established the spherical nature of the earth, as early as the 9th
century, producing accurate maps under the leadership of Caliph Al-Ma'mun'*. The art of
papermaking, adopted from China, was refined in Samarkand in the 8th century and spread rapidly

across the Islamic world, revolutionizing learning and record-keeping.

Medicine, too, reached unprecedented heights under Muslim physicians such as Ibn Sina
(Avicenna) and Al-Razi (Rhazes).”® Their medical encyclopedias and surgical texts served as
authoritative references in Europe for centuries. Their holistic approach combined scientific
observation with ethical responsibility for patient welfare, principles that remain relevant to

contemporary health systems and sustainable healthcare.

10 Internet Archive, 'Al-Jabr wa Al-Mugabalah' al-Jabr wa al-mugabalah: Khuwarizmi, Mubammad ibn Musa, active
813-846: Free Download, Borrow, and Streaming: Internet Archive> accessed 22nd September 2025.
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Education thrived through the establishment of universities and centres of learning, such as

Al-Qarawiyyin University'® in Morocco (founded 859 CE) and Al-Azhar University*’ in Cairo
(founded 970 CE). These institutions became models for higher learning, demonstrating Islam's
prioritization of knowledge and intellectual advancement. The spread of papermaking, refined in
Samarkand in the 8th century, further democratized access to knowledge by facilitating the

production of books and manuscripts.

Islam and Muslim scholars' contributions were not limited to the Middle East but extended into
Africa, including Nigeria and the wider West African region. The intellectual traditions of
Timbuktu (in present-day Mali), closely connected with Nigerian scholars, produced thousands of
manuscripts between the 13th and 16th centuries on law, medicine, astronomy, and governance.
These works demonstrate that West Africa was an integral part of the global Islamic knowledge

economy.

Within Nigeria, the Sokoto Caliphate (19th century) nurtured a flourishing scholarly tradition.
Figures such as Usman dan Fodio, Abdullahi dan Fodio, and Sultan Bello wrote extensively on
justice, governance, education, and social reform. Their works emphasized ethical leadership,
communal responsibility, and educational inclusion, principles that directly connect to today's
vision of sustainable and accountable governance. Additionally, the integration of Islamic medical
traditions with local herbal knowledge created resilient health practices that continue to serve
resource-limited communities. Finally, from its earliest centuries, Islam has consistently
demonstrated a commitment to empowering individuals and communities through knowledge,
justice, and ethical responsibility, principles that remain at the heart of sustainable development.
The contributions of Muslim scholars to science, medicine, law, and education not only shaped

global civilization but also established enduring models of resilience and progress.

This rich heritage reminds us that sustainable development is not a new pursuit for Muslims;it is
deeply rooted in the Islamic worldview of Khilafah (stewardship), 'Adl (justice), and communal

empowerment.

16 Wikipedia, "University of al-Qarawiyyin' <University of al-Qarawivvin - Wikipedia> accessed 22nd September,
2025
17 Wikipedia, 'Al-Azhar University" <Al-Azhar University - Wikipedia> accessed 22nd September, 2025.
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REALITIES OF TODAY

While history highlights the extraordinary contributions of Islamic civilization to global
knowledge and progress, the realities of today present a more complex picture. Muslim societies,
including Nigeria, continue to embody values of education and community welfare, and resilience,

yet they also grapple with significant developmental challenges.

Islamic finance has emerged as a powerful tool for sustainable development in Nigeria because it
emphasizes ethical investment, risk-sharing, and the avoidance of exploitative interest systems.
Since 2017, the Nigerian government has issued Sukuk bonds worth over N612 billion,
channelling these funds into critical infrastructure projects such as highways, schools, and
healthcare centres (Debt Management Office, 2023). By financing roads and educational facilities,
Sukuk not only improves access to markets and knowledge but also aligns directly with

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).

Beyond state-led projects, Islamic finance has expanded to include microfinance and cooperative
models that target Nigeria's most vulnerable population. Islamic microfinance institutions provide
Shariah-compliant loans, equity financing, and profit-sharing models that empower small-scale
entrepreneurs, especially women. By offering alternatives to high-interest loans, these institutions
support inclusive economic participation, enabling households to invest in agriculture, small
businesses, and education. This grassroots empowerment is crucial for reducing poverty in Nigeria,
especially in part of the country where poverty rates remain highest, and where much of the

population is Muslim.

Furthermore, Islamic finance fosters social justice through the redistribution mechanisms of zakat
(obligatory almsgiving) and waqf (endowments), which can complement formal financial
instruments like Sukuk. When effectively institutionalized, zakat can provide direct relief for
vulnerable households, while waqf can sustainably fund education, healthcare, and community

development projects.
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Education has always been a cornerstone of Islamic civilization, and in Nigeria today, Islamic
universities such as Al-Hikmah continue this tradition by providing modern academic training
University, Crescent University, and Fountain University rooted in Islamic values. These
institutions produce graduates in law, medicine, education, and social sciences who not only excel
in their fields but also uphold the principles of Islam in their service to society. By bridging
traditional Islamic scholarship with contemporary curricula, these universities contribute to a

holistic model of education that is aligned with Sustainable Development Goals.

Furthermore, Islamic universities play vital role in democratizing access to higher education in
Nigeria. Many of these institutions are located in regions where educational opportunities are
limited, particularly in the predominantly Muslim northern states. By offering programs in
medicine, education, business, and the humanities, they address gaps in national human capital

development and help tackle disparities in literacy and professional skills.

In addition to producing professionals, Islamic universities contribute to research and policy
debates that shape Nigeria's socio-economic future. Their engagement with issues such as Islamic
finance, conflict resolution, public health, and environmental sustainability ensures that the
intellectual contributions of Nigerian Muslims remain relevant contemporary challenges. By
linking traditional Islamic scholarship with modern scientific inquiry, these universities create

knowledge that is both locally grounded and globally relevant.

Healthcare provision is a fundamental aspect of sustainable development, and Muslim
professionals and organizations in Nigeria play a vital role in this sector. The Islamic Medical
Association of Nigeria (IMAN), alongside various Muslim charities and hospitals, has consistently
provided affordable health services to underserved communities. Their initiatives range from free
medical outreaches and health education campaigns, to the establishment of clinics in rural areas

where government facilities are scarce.
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One notable area of impact is maternal and child health. In many parts of Nigeria, particularly in
rural and northern region, maternal mortality rates remain among the highest globally. Muslim
doctors and organizations have addressed this through maternal health initiatives, offering prenatal
and postnatal care, training traditional birth attendants, and improving access to skilled medical
personnel. Vaccination campaigns supported by Islamic charities and professional bodies have also
been instrumental in combating diseases such as polio, which was officially eradicated in Nigeria
in 2020 with strong support from faith-based health advocacy. These interventions demonstrate
how faith-inspired healthcare efforts contribute directly to reducing preventable deaths and

enhancing community resilience.

Social welfare is a central pillar of Islam, and institutions such as zakat (obligatory almsgiving)
and wagqf (charitable endowments) provide structured mechanisms for wealth redistribution and
social protection. In Nigeria, these practices act as safety nets for vulnerable groups, including
widows, orphans, and the unemployed. Zakat collection and distribution through both formal state-
recognized boards and informal community networks ensure that basic needs such as food, shelter,

and education are met for those who would otherwise be excluded.

Wagqf institutions also have significant potential in Nigeria's development. Traditionally used to
finance mosques, schools, and public infrastructure, waqf has evolved into a tool for sustaining
social services beyond state capacity. In modern contexts, waqf can fund hospitals, scholarships,
and housing projects, creating long-term and self-sustaining streams of support for social
development. For example, several Muslim communities in northern Nigeria have used wagqf to
maintain community schools and support local health initiatives, demonstrating how faith-based
welfare can complement government and NGO interventions. This not only relieves public

financial pressure but also ensures that aid is locally owned and culturally relevant.

Importantly, zakat and waqf embody the Islamic principle of maqasid al-shariah, which
emphasizes the preservation of life, intellect, wealth, and social harmony. Unlike temporary aid,

these institutions are designed to create sustainable systems of
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redistribution, that empower beneficiaries to break cycles of Nigeria are now channelled into
vocational training and poverty and dependence. For instance, some zakat funds in microenterprise
support, enabling recipients to become self-reliant. This approach reflects a shift from charity to
empowerment, ensuring that social welfare contributes not just to immediate relief but to long-
term human development. Thus, Islamic welfare mechanisms are not only acts of piety but also

strategic instruments for advancing sustainable development in Nigeria.

While these achievements highlight the vital role Muslims continue to play in advancing Nigeria's

sustainable development, persistent challenges still hinder the full realization of this vision.

CHALLENGES IN EMPOWERING MUSLIMS FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

Empowering Muslims for sustainable development comes with several challenges. These obstacles

must be understood and addressed before lasting progress can be achieved.

1. POVERTY AND INEQUALITY

Poverty remains one of the most persistent barriers to sustainable development in Nigeria,
particularly in the predominantly Muslim northern region. A critical factor driving poverty in
Nigeria is the gap in education. This education deficit not only constrains individual earning
potential but also perpetuates inequality across generations. Without access to quality education,
large segments of Muslim youth remain excluded from formal employment and innovation-driven

sectors such as technology and healthcare.

Healthcare inequality further compounds poverty in northern Nigeria. The region suffers some of
the highest maternal and child mortality rates in the country, often due to limited access to health
facilities, skilled personnel, and essential medicines. In many rural Muslim communities, long
distances to hospitals and inadequate medical infrastructure, make healthcare inaccessible. This
lack of investment in health systems exacerbates poverty, as families are forced to spend scarce

resources on preventable diseases, undermining household resilience and economic stability.
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Ultimately, addressing poverty and inequality in Muslim-majority regions requires not only
targeted interventions in healthcare and education but also policies that ensure equitable

distribution of national resources and opportunities.

2. YOUTH UNEMPLOYMENT

Youth unemployment represents one of the most pressing developmental challenges in Nigeria,
with particular implications for Muslim-majority communities. With over 60% of Nigeria's
population under the age of 25, the inability to integrate this demographic into productive sectors
undermines economic growth and fuels cycles of poverty. The frustration arising from prolonged
joblessness leaves many young Muslims vulnerable to exploitation, crime, and radicalization,

threatening both social stability and sustainable development.

A key driver of this challenge is the mismatch between the educational system and Labor market
demands. Many Muslim youths graduate from universities and secondary schools without practical
skills suited to Nigeria's evolving economy. Technical and vocational education remains
underdeveloped, and entrepreneurship programs often fail to reach rural marginalized
communities. This gap not only limits the capacity of young people to secure sustainable
livelihoods but also prevents them from driving innovation in critical sectors such as renewable
energy, agriculture, and information technology, which are essential for achieving the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs). Without deliberate investment in skill-building and vocational

training, Nigeria risks squandering its so-called "demographic dividend."

3. ILLITERACY AND GENDER GAPS
Illiteracy remains a major challenge in northern Nigeria, particularly among Muslim communities,
where structural barriers hinder access to quality education. Illiteracy perpetuates poverty, limits

civic engagement, and weakens the human capital base required for sustainable development.

The problem is compounded by persistent gender gaps in education. Despite the historical example

of Nana
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Asma'ubintUsmandanFodio, who championed inclusive education for both men and women in
the Sokoto Caliphate, who championed inclusive many Muslim girls today are denied access to
schooling. Poverty, child marriage, cultural practices, and insecurity (especially insurgency-related

attacks on schools) are key barriers that keep girls out of the classrooms.

Bridging these literacy and gender gaps is critical for Nigeria's sustainable future. Research
consistently shows that educating girls has a multiplier effect: it reduces child mortality, improves
family health, increases household income, and enhances civic participation. Empowering Muslim
girls through accessible and culturally sensitive education policies would therefore unlock

enormous potential for progress in Nigeria.

4. GOVERNANCE AND CORRUPTION

Weak governance and corruption remain some of the greatest obstacles to sustainable development
in Nigeria. Although Islamic teachings strongly emphasize justice (‘adl), accountability (hisabah),
and responsible leadership, governance deficits often translate into poor service delivery and
mismanagement of resources. These deficits erode public trust in governmentand reduce the
capacity of the state to deliver on Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), particularly those

related to poverty reduction, health, and education.

often fail to Corruption also disproportionately affects Muslim-majority communities in the north,
where weak governance structure address developmental inequalities. Funds earmarked for
schools, hospitals, or infrastructure are frequently diverted, leaving communities without the
essential services needed to thrive. This fuels a cycle of underdevelopment, reinforcing poverty,

illiteracy, and unemployment.

Addressing governance challenges requires aligning leadership practices with the Islamic
principles of stewardship (khilafah) and justice. Strengthening anti-corruption institutions,
enhancing transparency in public spending, and involving civil society organizations, including

Muslim community-based groups, in accountability processes are critical steps.
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Finally, the realities of today show a dual picture: remarkable achievements in Islamic finance and
scholarship on one hand, but persistent gaps in poverty alleviation, literacy, and governance on the
other.

VISIONS FOR THE FUTURE SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT EMPOWERING
MUSLIMS FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

To empower Muslims for sustainable development, particularly in Nigeria, a multi-dimensional

approach is needed that draws from Islamic teachings, historical heritage, and modern innovations.

1. Education for All

Education remains the cornerstone of empowerment and the foundation of sustainable
development. To equip Muslims for the challenges of the 21st century, access must be expanded
to include science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM), digital literacy, and
vocational training. The global economy increasingly relies on knowledge and innovation, yet
many Muslim-majority regions in Nigeria lag behind in these fields. By prioritizing education that
combines traditional values with modern disciplines, Nigeria can nurture a generation of Muslim
professionals capable of driving transformation in technology, medicine, and sustainable

industries.

2. Harnessing Islamic Finance for Innovation

Islamic finance presents a powerful yet underutilized tool for sustainable development. While
Sukuk bonds in Nigeria have financed infrastructure such as roads and schools, future
opportunities lie in channeling Islamic finance into innovation-driven sectors like renewable
energy, digital infrastructure, and sustainable agriculture. By doing so, Muslims can lead in
addressing climate change, food security, and technological advancement. Waqf (endowments) can
also be restructured to fund social enterprises, research, and green technologies, thereby creating

self-sustaining projects that align with Islamic ethics and long-term societal benefit.

Supporting Muslim entrepreneurs is another critical dimension of this vision. Nigeria's youthful
population is filled with innovative minds, but many face barriers such as lack of access to capital

or mentorship. Islamic microfinance and venture capital initiatives
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rooted in ethical finance could empower these entrepreneurs, particularly in fields like green
energy, fintech, and community-centered enterprises. Such support would not only generate jobs

but also create industries that advance Sustainable Development.
3. Healthcare and Social Protection

A sustainable future requires robust healthcare systems and effective social protection
mechanisms. Islam's zakat and wagqf traditions provide models for universal access to health and
welfare services. Strengthening these institutions in Nigeria can help finance clinics, vaccination
campaigns, maternal health programs, and health insurance schemes for vulnerable groups. By
treating healthcare not only as a social right but also as a moral duty, Muslims can ensure that no

one is left behind.

The role of Muslim professionals and organizations is also crucial. Groups like the Islamic Medical
Association of Nigeria (IMAN), etc, already provide affordable healthcare, and these efforts could
be scaled up through better coordination with state systems and international partners. Moreover,
the Nigerian Muslim diaspora represents a reservoir of expertise and resources. Encouraging
Muslim doctors, pharmacists, and public health specialists abroad to contribute through knowledge
transfer, investment, and volunteer programs would significantly strengthen local healthcare

systems.
4. Environmental Stewardship

Environmental sustainability is an area where Islamic teachings offer profound guidance. The
Qur'an and Hadith emphasize stewardship of the earth, prohibiting corruption, waste, and
environmental harm. In modern times, these principles can inspire community-driven climate
adaptation projects in Nigeria, particularly in regions vulnerable to desertification, flooding, and
drought. For example, local initiatives could focus reforestation, water conservation, and climate-

smart agriculture, directly reflecting the Islamic duty of safeguarding the environment.
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Islamic eco-activism provides an additional avenue for action. Drawing from Prophet
Muhammad's (SAW) example, such as planting trees, protecting animals, and conserving water,
Muslims can lead grassroots environmental movements. Faith-based messaging can also make
environmental campaigns more culturally resonant, motivating communities to adopt sustainable
practices. Mosques, for instance, can serve as hubs for environmental education and action,
reinforcing that care for the environment is not only a scientific necessity but also a spiritual

obligation.

5. Governance and Accountability

Finally, empowering Muslims for sustainable development requires reimagining governance
through the lens of Islamic ethics. Leadership in Islam is rooted in accountability, consultation
(shura), and justice. Embedding these values into leadership training and public administration in
Nigeria could help address the problem of corruption and weak governance structure that currently
undermine development efforts. Faith-based leadership models can equip future Muslim leaders

with both moral grounding and practical tools for transparent governance.

Civil society and faith-based organizations also have roles to play in advocating for good
governance. Muslim organizations can mobilize communities to demand transparency in public
spending, accountability from political leaders, and inclusivity in decision-making processes. The
revival of ethical frameworks such as hisbahcan be modernized to strengthen institutional checks

and balances.

CONCLUSION

The story of Muslims and sustainable development is one of rich historical and present-day
challenges, contributions, transformative potential for the future. From the intellectual legacies of
Ibn Sina and Al-Khwarizmi to the reformist vision of Usman dan Fodio and Nana Asma'u,
Muslims have long championed justice, knowledge, and stewardship, which are values that

resonate with today's sustainable development global goals.
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In Nigeria, the expansion of Islamic finance, the growth of Muslim-led educational institutions,
and the resilience of community welfare structure show that faith-inspired development is already
a reality. Yet, challenges such as poverty, illiteracy, gender inequality, and governance deficits

remain pressing.

Empowering Muslims for sustainable development, therefore, requires bridging the gap between
Islamic principles and modern strategies: investing in education, leveraging Islamic finance,
strengthening healthcare and governance, and nurturing environmental stewardship. By doing so,
Muslims will not only overcome internal challenges but also contribute meaningfully to global

sustainability.
As the Qur'an reminds us (Qur'an 13:11):

"Indeed, Allah will not change the condition of a people until they change what is in

themselves."

Empowerment begins from within, guided by faith, fuelled by knowledge, and directed toward a

just, prosperous, and sustainable future.

AssalamuAlykumwarahmatullah!
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