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INTRODUCTION 

Let me start by expressing my appreciation to the Pharmaceutical Society of Nigeria, Kwara State 

branch for inviting me to deliver this talk at her Annual Dinner. I asked myself, Why me? In the 

first drugs, either fake or real. I however consoled myself that the new thinking in post modernism 

is globalization of knowledge. 

Coupled with this is the fact that as a legal practitioner, I am expected to know something about 

everything. To that end, I am a highly honoured and privileged to share my views with this August 

subscriber to the inter-disciplinary studies and that is why I feel gathering of distinguished 

pharmacists. 

CONCEPTUAL ISSUES 

In the light of this discussion, I intend to define the key words namely "fake", "adulterated" and 

"drugs" in order to appreciate my settled view on them. 

According to Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English, Fake is defined as "made to look 

like a real material or object to deceive people". This connotes that impression but within the 

context of our discourse, fake means something that is presented as original whereas it is a mere 

imitation. The same dictionary gives the meaning of adulterate as "to make food or drink less pure 

by adding another substance of lower quality." This denotes that impurity is the main issue. This 

may be either deliberate, accidental, but more of deliberate. The implications of the two are to the 

effect but one is presented as original whereas the other is made impure with the addition of less 

quality material. It is therefore imperative to underscore our discussion within this interpretation 

but it must be noted that fake and adulterated whilst having same effect means two seemingly 

diametrically opposed things. 

 

 



Then what is a drug? This is subject to variety of meaning from the technical to the general. 

Generally speaking, drug means "a medium, or a substance for making medicines. In the technical 

sense it connotes an illegal substance such as marijuana of cocaine. The National Drug Law 

Enforcement Agency Act did not define drug but defined what is called "Narcotic drug in Section 

44 as any of the substances, natural or synthetic in the first schedule of the single convention on 

Narcotic Drugs 1961. The list is contained in the second schedule to the Act. 

NAFDAC Act in section 31 defined drug to include "any substance of vegetable, animal or mineral 

origin or any preparation or a mixture thereof manufactured, sold or advertised for use in the 

diagnosis, treatment, mitigation or prevention of any disease, disorder, abnormal physical state or 

the symptom thereof, in man or animal; restoring, correcting or modifying organic functions in 

man or in animal; disinfecting the control of vermin, insects or pests, or contraception. This is a 

rather restrictive and technical definition of drugs which may not be of too much assistance to our 

discussion. 

The totality of all these are the impression that we may not be able to refer to drug without its 

negative connotations. This is not ordinarily supposed to be as drug is expected to be interpreted 

in its general and wide sense. This simply means those substances that we take as prescribed by 

physicians to attain a positive effect. 

STEPS BY NIGERIAN GOVERNMENT 

The Federal Government set up the National Agency for Food and Drug Administration 

(NAFDAC) with the following function among others: 

1. Regulate and control the importation, exportation, manufacture, advertisement, 

distribution, sale and use of food, drug, cosmetics, medical devices, bottled water and 

chemicals; 

2. Conduct appropriate tests and ensure compliance with standard specifications designated 

and approved by the council for the effective control of the quality of food, drugs, 

cosmetics, medical devices as well as their production processes in factories and other 

establishments. 

3. Pronounce on the quality and safety of food, drugs, cosmetics, medical devices, bottled 

water and chemicals after appropriate analysis; 



4. Undertake and coordinate research programes on the storage, adulteration, distribution and 

rational use of food. drugs, chemicals. and 

As indicated above there are just some of the functions that have direct bearing on this paper. There 

are other 16 functions which the Agency is approved to carry out. 

In order to stem the tide of dealing in illicit drugs in the Nigerian Society, the Federal government 

also put in place National Drug Law Enforcement Agency (NDLEA) which body is saddled with 

the responsibility of coordination of all drug laws and enforcement functions conferred on any 

person or authority, adoption of measures to identify, trace, freeze, confiscate or seize proceeds 

delivered from drug related offences or property whose value corresponds to such proceedings. 

Adoption of measures to eradicate illicit cultivation of narcotic plants and to eliminate illicit 

demand for narcotic drugs and psychotrophic substances with a view to reducing human suffering 

and eliminating financial incentives for illicit traffic in narcotic drugs and psychotrophic 

substances. 

The Agency has taken for reaching steps to eradicate the trading and dealing in fake or illegal 

substances. Recently a top shot actor "Wumi" was convicted by the court through the prosecution 

of the said Agency for dealing in illicit drugs by way of trafficking. Much as this Agency is trying 

its best, it appears that a lot trade offs or under the table deals are going on in the way the 

prosecutions are hurriedly concluded in most of their cases. 

Although this paper is not a critique of the functions and activities of the Agency but it is our view 

that so much power is granted the Agency such that there is tendency to abuse same. At an 

appropriate forum appropriate recommendations would be made. 

The agency has made serious giant strides especially in the last 5 years and it has changed the 

position of Nigeria in the comity of nations. This especially has so much to do with the current 

leadership of the Agency. This kudos should also go to the leadership Pharmaceutical Society of 

Nigeria as you have one of yours in we consistently advocate that we should put square pegs in 

square holes. This also confirms the position of professionals as the agent of positive change in 

Nigeria. 

 



EFFECT OF FAKE AND ADULTERATED DRUGS 

The negative effect of putting into circulation fake and adulterated drugs are unquantifiable in 

monetary or material terms. The psychological effect and the traumatic implication are such that 

we find it extremely difficult to underscore. How do you quantify negative effects of fake drugs 

e.g. rashes, swollen mouth, itching, stomach disorder to mention a few. 

ECONOMIC IMPLICATIONS 

The economic implications of fake and adulterated drugs are huge, as it digs hole into the economy 

of decent and conscientious drug dealers. This is in respect of the fact that the fake dealers will be 

selling substandard drugs at 'reduced' prices which will not be at the level at which the original 

dealers will be dealing. That is at the micro economic level. At the macro economic level, it has a 

way of negatively affecting the society because a lot of money is spent on NDLEA and NAFDAC 

and such other agencies in terms of logistic and prosecution to stamp out the scourge of fake and 

adulterated drugs. 

HEALTH IMPLICATIONS 

The consumers of fake and adulterated drugs are likely to suffer ailments. This will necessarily 

dovetail into the health sector and effectively negatively affect our economy. Its implication in the 

budget is tremendous. Apart from this it will affect the effectiveness and efficiency of the medical 

personnel in the sense that if such substances are not let loose on the society, such ailments will 

not occur and if such ailments do not occur, there will not be need for such treatment. This may 

appear simplistic but by the time we cumulate the effect throughout the entire nation, it becomes 

burdensome. 

SOCIAL EFFECT 

Letting fake and adulterated drugs thrive in the system connotes grave danger to the social 

relationship in the society. A fake drug consumed has a way of robbing off on the family and then 

the society. 

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 

The extent of which fake and adulterated drugs exists in our society affect our rating at the 

international level. Foreign relation experts believe that the extent to which we can curb or manage 



drug related issues, determines how some countries relate with us as well as how reliable our 

country is perceived. This is because the existence of fake and adulterated drugs projects how 

effectively we are able to manage our affairs. 

WAY FORWARD 

1. There is need to find ways to stop the generality of the citizens from patronizing the 

hawkers who generally deal in fake and adulterated drugs. 

2. It is also important to put a more stringent measure in place to stop people from hawking 

or selling fake and adulterated drugs. 

3. Special courts should be created to deal with fake and adulterated drugs such that issues of 

such nature will be treated with dispatch. 

4. The PSN should put in place machinery to deal with their members that engage in such 

harmful practices, either directly or by association. 

5. There must be strict enforcement of all laws dealing with fake and adulterated drugs. 

CONCLUSION 

While it is agreed that drugs are generally not harmful if not abused, it is important to stress that 

fake and adulterated drugs have caused incalculable damage to our system. It is therefore necessary 

that all of us must put our hands on the deck to ensure that this phenomenon is drastically reduced 

if not totally obliterated. 

I thank you all for your attention. 

 

 


